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Students are to come to class prepared and ready to work.
In this class we will be doing an array of different learning activities to cover the topics of Algebra 2.  We will be using self-discovery as well as cooperative learning approaches with group activities to foster positive interdependence.  These activities will help in the preparation for the SAT test and other college entrance exams.  They will also prepare you for Trigonometry or Pre-Calculus.  The topics of the course build upon each other, which makes participation and attendance crucial.

Student Responsibilities: (Keys to class)

Students are expected to:

Bring materials to class daily.  These include:

· Covered textbook

· Pencil (preferred)/pen

· Notebook/ Binder (binder may be easier to maintain)
· Graphing Calculator (if you have one)
Calculators-
Graphing calculators will be used often in class.  They are a good investment if you plan on taking Pre-Calculus, Calculus or any other advanced mathematics courses and going on to college.  The math department has graphing calculators to use in class if students do not have one, but they are not allowed to be taken home.  They are suggested, but by no means mandatory.  The recommended version is the TI-84 plus or TI-84 plus Color.

Attendance - 
Attendance will be taken in class every day.  The attendance policy in the student handbook will be followed.

Class notes -
Should include date, topic/section number, definitions, and daily examples.  These notes and examples will be helpful in doing homework and in reviewing for assessments.  I reserve the right to spot check notebooks for a quiz grade.

Homework -
Assigned on a daily basis and should be completed in notebook/binder.  The assignments should be neat and organized with all work shown.  I cannot give credit if just the answer is given.  I will be randomly checking selected problems throughout the assignment (so I would not just do the first few and last few problems).

· A good idea is to have someone in class to be able to call when you are not sure about or have forgotten an assignment.

· For self-evaluation purposes, all homework corrections should be done in your notebook/binder and reviewed to make sure the concept is understood.  
· www.khanacademy.org is a great site to use if you need homework help.  Detailed explanations of problems are there to assist you.
In addition to the policies stated in the Student Handbook:
SBRHS Academic Expectations:

1. 
Read analytically to support conclusions drawn from text

2. 
Produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to task, purpose, and audience

3. 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks

4. 
Solve problems and complete tasks by reasoning critically and creatively

5. 
Process information critically to become capable researchers

6. 
Demonstrate technological literacy to facilitate learning.

SBRHS Social and Civic Expectations:

1. Demonstrate responsible behavior and citizenship

2. Respect themselves and others

3. Communicate and collaborate effectively with others

Student Classroom Expectations:

Demonstrate behavior appropriate to an academic setting

· Be on time for class.  Students should be in their seats and books, notebooks and homework should be opened on your desk. (Be prepared and ready to work)

· When in groups’ students should be respectful of other groups and keep discussions within the group.

· Students should be polite and respectful of the teacher and classmates at all times.  Inappropriate language will not be tolerated.

· If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to obtain class notes and homework.  Please see me if you have difficulty with the missed assignment.

· Students are to remain in their seats until the end of class.
Methods of Assessment:
Grading is based on a total points system.  The following categories are calculated as part of your grade.

Homework -
Homework is given on a nightly basis.  It usually is graded by rubric on a 1-4 scale.  Occasionally, homework will be collected with or without notice and may be graded.  For example, if there are 25 problems, the homework may be worth 25 points.

Classwork/MCAS/SAT Questions -  Most MCAS/SAT questions that are given as a warm-up will be collected and graded by rubric on a 1-4 scale.  When other assignments are collected in class, they may be graded by the number of questions, rather than by rubric.  







Quizzes/Tests- Quizzes will be worth less than tests and will given more frequently. The majority of the term grade is based on quiz and test results.

All Quizzes and Tests will be kept in a folder in class.  Copies are available upon request.

Mid-Year Assessment/Final Exam- 
At the end of term 2 there will be a mid-year assessment that will be worth 25% of your term 2 grade.  A cumulative final exam will be given at the end of the school year.  This examination will be worth 25% of your term 4 grade.

E. Extra help:
· I will be available before/after school most days for extra help or any make-up assignments.  Please give me 24 hours notice if you would like me to stay to help.  I am also available in the school day during prep periods with advanced notice.  

· Math homework club will be starting soon.  It is held one day a week in the library after school.
Rubric # 4: Problem Solving

	Level of Performance
	4= Exemplary
	3= Proficient
	2= Developing
	1= Beginning

	Criteria
	
	
	
	

	Identification & Analysis 
4   3   2   1
	Identifies and analyzes a problem in multiple ways.
	Identifies and analyzes problem.
	Identifies and analyzes a problem with teacher support.  
	Cannot identify or analyze a problem even with teacher support.

	Applying Prior Knowledge
4   3   2   1
	Applies prior knowledge to determine what is known, what needs to be known, and possible outcomes.
	Applies prior knowledge to determine what is known and what needs to be known.
	Applies prior knowledge to determine what is known and what needs to be known with teacher support.
	Does not apply prior knowledge to determine what is known and what needs to be known even with teacher support.

	Identify and Prioritize
 4   3   2   1
	Clearly identifies and prioritizes multiple solutions independently.
	Clearly Identifies possible solutions independently.
	Clearly Identifies possible solutions with teacher support.
	Does not identify possible solutions even with teacher support.  

	Exploring Solutions
4   3   2   1
	Experiments with, explores, and prioritizes multiple solutions 
	Experiments with and explores multiple solutions.
	Experiments with and explores a solution with teacher support.
	Does not identify and prioritize possible solutions even with teacher support.  

	Organization
4   3   2   1
	Methodically organizes and categorizes relevant information and data which supports multiple solutions. 
	Organizes and categorizes relevant information and data which supports a solution.
	Organizes and categorizes relevant information and data with teacher support.
	Rarely organizes and categorizes relevant information and data even with teacher support.

	Reasonableness 
4   3   2   1
	Thoroughly checks reasonableness of multiple solutions.
	Thoroughly checks reasonableness of a solution.
	Thoroughly checks reasonableness of a solution with teacher support.
	Rarely checks reasonableness of solution even with teacher support.

	Articulation, justification and Conclusions
4   3   2   1
	Convincingly articulates and justifies multiple solutions or conclusions with relevant evidence.
	Convincingly articulates and justifies a solution or conclusion with relevant evidence.
	Articulates and justifies a solution/conclusion with relevant evidence with teacher support.
	Rarely articulates a   solution/conclusion with relevant evidence even with teacher support.


Rubric # 6:  Technology Literacy

	Level of Performance
	4= Exemplary
	3= Proficient
	2= Developing
	1= Beginning

	Criteria
	
	
	
	

	Creativity and Innovation  

4   3   2   1
	Consistently and independently demonstrates creative thinking, constructs knowledge and develops products and processes using multiple technologies.
	Often Demonstrates creative thinking constructs knowledge and develops products and processes using technology, with little teacher support. 
	Demonstrates creative thinking, constructs knowledge and develops products and processes using technology with some teacher support. 
	Does not demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge or develop products and processes using technology even with teacher support. 

	Communication and Collaboration 

4   3   2   1
	Uses digital media and environments to clearly communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.
	Uses digital media and environments to clearly communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning.   
	Use of digital media and environments to communicate and collaborate lacks clarity.


	Does not use digital media and environments to communicate and collaborate.

	Gathering and Evaluating 

4   3   2   1
	Applies digital tools to gather, evaluate and use information independently.
	Applies digital tools to gather, evaluate and use information with minimal assistance.
	Applies digital tools to gather, evaluate and use information with teacher support.
	Does not apply digital tools to gather, evaluate and use information even with teacher monitoring.

	Conducting Research and Using Information

4   3   2   1
	Effectively  and independently plans and conducts research, manages projects, solves problems, and makes informed decisions using multiple appropriate digital tools and resources. 
	Effectively plans and conducts research, manages projects, solves problems, and makes informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources, with minimal assistance
	Effectively plans and conducts research, manages projects, solves problems, and makes informed decisions using digital tools and resources with teacher support.
	Does not plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems, and make decisions using digital tools even with teacher support. 

	Ethical Use 

4   3   2   1
	Demonstrates an understanding of social issues related to technology and practices legal and ethical behavior.
	Demonstrates an understanding of social issues related to technology and practices legal and ethical behavior, with minimal teacher monitoring. 
	Demonstrates an understanding of social issues related to technology and practices legal and ethical behavior with teacher monitoring.
	Does not demonstrate an understanding of social issues related to technology and never practices legal and ethical behavior even with teacher support.

	Effectiveness and Productivity

4   3   2   1
	Demonstrates substantial understanding of technology concepts, systems and operations, and how they are applied to authentic problems. 
	Demonstrates understanding of technology concepts, systems and operations, and has some knowledge of their application. 
	Demonstrates partial understanding of technology concepts, systems and operations.
	Demonstrates no understanding of technology concepts, systems and operations.
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Please sign and have your parent/guardian sign below and return this page only to acknowledge that you have received, read, and accept the expectations of the course.  Keep the remainder of the packet to refer to throughout the school year.  

Student Printed Name:

_____________________________________

Student Signature:

_____________________________________

Student Email: (optional)

_____________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:
_____________________________________

Parent Email: (optional):

_____________________________________

Date:



_____________________________________
